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Part  A:  

The  sound  of g unshots e choe d  in the  d istance . The  sight of 

hund red s of so ld ie rs lying  d e ad  on the  b attle fie ld  causing  

fe ar, chaos, and  antag onism all ove r the  world . Behind  the  

d ee p , murky tre nche s of World  War I stood  Charle s 

Rischb ie th Jury. An e ssayist, p rofe ssor, scholar, and  a military 

so lid e r. Charle s was among st thousand s of young  me n and  

wome n who jo ined  the  military, e nd ang e ring  the ir life , 

care e r, and  future  for the ir country.  

Charle s Rischb ie th Jury was b orn on 13 Se p te mb e r 1893 at 

80 Mosley Stre e t Gle ne lg  (The  Bay to the  Battle fie ld  b ookle t, 

Hold fast Bay, 2018). He  is the  e ld e st out of five  child re n. His 

p are nts, Ge orge  Arthur Jury and  his second  wife  Elizab e th 

Susan ne e ’ Rischb ie th we re  from South Australia. 

Charle s atte nd ed  Gle ne lg  Grammar school and  St Pe te rs for his p rimary e d ucation whe re  he  

showed  g re at exce lle nce  in his stud ie s. Whilst b e ing  he ad  p re fe ct at St Pe te rs Colle ge , Charle s 

also  b eg an writing  p oems at a young  ag e  which initiated  his care e r in Eng lish lite rature . His first 

b ook of p oe ms, Sp ring  is Coming  was first p ub lished  whe n Charle s was only 12 ye ars o ld  and  his 

se cond  p ub lication, Pe rse us and  Erythia was reve aled  in 1912. (Barb ara Wall, 1996).  To  continue  

his love  for Eng lish lite rature , he  atte nd ed  Mag d ale n Colle ge  

O xford , Eng land  whe re  he  re ce ived  his B.A d e gre e  with first class 

honours. 

Howeve r, Jury’s stud ie s we re  d isrup ted  d uring  the  b e g inning  of 

World  War 1 whe n he  voluntarily e nliste d  in the  Kitche ne r’s Army, 

(O xford shire  and  Bucking hamshire  Lig ht Infantry). The  all-

volunte e r British Army was forme d  in the  Unite d  King d om 

fo llowing  the  sud d e n outb re ak of World  War 1. Along sid e  o the r 

re g ime nts such as the  Royal Warwickshire  re g ime nt the  

Kitche ne r’s Army was mad e  up  of thousand s of me n who had  

answe re d  Fie ld  Marshal Lord  Kitche ne r’s “call to  arms” in 1914 

d ue  to  the  lack of British foot so ld ie rs (Pe te r Doyle , n.d ). Word  

sp re ad  rap id ly and  p oste rs we re  d istrib uted  all ove r the  country, 

informing  young  me n to  jo in the  British army (re fe r to  fig ure  3).  

Figure 3: one of the recruitment posters for 

the Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 

(https://www.voicesofwarandpeace.org/)  

Figure 2:   Portrait photograph of C.R. 
Jury in military uniform in 1914. 

(Virtual War Memorial) 

 

https://www.voicesofwarandpeace.org/
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Charle s was commissione d  as a te mp orary lie ute nant on the  1st o f Se p temb e r 1914 and  se rve d  in 

the  New Kitche ne r Army until March 1916 afte r b e ing  se ve re ly wound ed  in Yp re s, Be lg ium. (See  

ap p e nd ix 1).  

He  lost many d ear frie nd s in the  Gre at War and  wrote  this e p itap h:  

“You who shall come , exalt the se  child le ss dead .  

To b e  your fathe rs, from whose  life  you are  b red . 

The  dead  b ege t you now: for now, they g ive . 

The ir hop e  of sons that you the ir sons may live”. 

- Charle s Rischb ie th Jury 

Afte r World  War 1, Charle s continue d  his stud ie s at Mag d ale n Colle ge . He  ob tained  his Maste r of 

Arts d e g ree  and  g rad uate d  with a major in Eng lish lang uag e  and  lite rature . He nce  why he  d e cid ed  

to  move  b ack to  his b e love d  home town, Ad e laid e  (se e  ap pe nd ix 3).  

O nce  he  arrived  in Ad e laid e , he  d evoted  his life  to  p oe try and  p rod uctions with the  assistance  of 

his fathe r. During  the  next fe w ye ars, he  had  p ub lished  seve ral p ie ce s of p oe try such as Lamp s and  

Vine  Le ave s in Me lb ourne  (1919) and  Love  and  the  Virg ins (1929).  In 1932, Charle s Jury was a 

tutor and  se nior re sid e nt at St Marks Colle ge , Ad e laid e . Sub se q ue ntly, he  was g ive n the  p osition 

of a p rofe ssor at the  Unive rsity of Ad e laid e  whe re  he  was love d  b y many of his p up ils and  fe llow 

p rofe ssors (Barb ara Wall, 1996).   

“Profe ssor Jury had  an ap p reciation of g ood  p oe try, p articularly of the  music of words and  value  of 

rhythm. Hard ly anyb ody in modern times had  as hig h an app reciation of the  re lation b e tween p oe try 

and  d istinctive  typ es of me tre .” 

- Professor J.A Fitz-Herb ert  

In late  1938 Jury se ttle d  into  a small flat in North Te rrace  and  p ub lishe d  a fe w more  p oe ms the  

fo llowing  ye ar. 1941 was the  ye ar whe n he  re le ase d  the  first ve rsion of this p oe tic trag ed y, Icarius 

and  witne sse d  World  War 2 as it took a turn for the  worst. Hitle r’s invasion of Poland  in 1938 caused  

Gre at Britain and  France  to  d e clare  war on Ge rmany. Almost one  million Australian me n and  

wome n e nlisted  in the  se cond  World  War as military so ld ie rs, nurse s, p ilo ts and  so  forth.  
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O n May 28, 1941, Jury e nliste d  in the  Citizen 

Military Forces (CMF) at Wayville  SA and  was 

commissioned  the  ne xt month. He  se rved  in the  

25/33 Garrison Battalion o the rwise  known as the  

Loved ay Inte rnme nt Group  as a cap tain. This unit 

was located  at Loved ay in South Australia’s 

Rive rland  and  consiste d  of Class B me n b e twe en 

the  ag es of 48 – 55 who p re viously se rved  in War; 

he nce  a majority we re  World  War 1 ve te rans. Due  

to  his ag e , Charle s was not a foot so ld ie r in World  

War 2. The  Love d ay inte rnme nt g roup  consisted  

of camp s b uilt for Ge rman, Italian and  Jap anese  

p risone rs of war (re fe r to  ap p e nd ix 9). Some  of 

the  p risone rs of war were  b rought to  Australia afte r b e ing  cap ture d  in b attle s ove rse as, whe reas 

o the rs we re  Australian re sid e nts with pe rce ived  links to  Axis nations. The  p urp ose  of this camp  was 

to  p re ve nt e ne my attack or e sp ionag e . O n 11 July 1942, Charle s was transfe rre d  to  Military 

Inte llig e nce  Corp s (AUSTINT). Within AUSTINT, Jury worke d  in the  Ce ntral Bure au, a contro l ce ntre  

for the  Inte rce p tion and  cryp tanalyzing  of Jap ane se  Inte llige nce  (se e  fig ure  8). This was a vital 

re search ce ntre  that inte rce p te d  rad io sig nals consisting  of Jap ane se  cod es and  me ssages. 

Charle s’ d e g re e  in Eng lish lite rature  could  have  b ee n b e ne ficial whe n trying  to  und e rstand  

comp le x use  of lang uage .  

Charle s re tired  as a cap tain in Aug ust 1945, a few months 

b e fore  the  e nd  of World  War 2. He  re turned  to  Ad e laid e  

and  he ld  the  Jury chair of Eng lish lite rature  (e nd owe d  b y 

his mothe r in me mory of he r husb and ) at the  Unive rsity of 

Ad e laid e  (Barb ara Wall 1996). In his last fe w ye ars, he  

p ub lishe d  The  Sun of Se rvitud e  and  o the r succe ssful 

p rod uctions. (Se e  ap p end ice s 2 and  4). Charle s d ied  of 

cance r on the  22nd of Aug ust at his North Ad e laid e  home  

at the  age  of 65.  

ANZAC Sp irit is mad e  up  of four main asp e cts: p e rseve rance , mate ship , courag e , and  e nd urance . 

Charle s d e monstrated  the se  ANZAC sp irit characte ristics b oth d uring  his army se rvice  and  afte r.  

Initially, he  trave lle d  from Ad e laid e  to Eng land  to  stud y Eng lish lite rature  at Magd ale n Colle ge  

During  this time , Charle s voluntarily jo ine d  the  Kitche ne r’s Army in World  War 1 to  se rve  his 

Figure 4:   Officers of the 25/33 Garrison Battalion. 

(Virtual War Memorial, n.d) 

 

Figure 5: Plaque at 21 Henry Street, QLD.  

(Butler, n.d.) 
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country, d esp ite  knowing  that he  may not re turn. This d e monstrate s a g re at d e al of courage  and  

b rave ry for a man who was so  young  at the  time . Jury was award e d  a 1914/15-star me d al, a British 

war and  victory med al d uring  World  War 1 (The  Bay to the  Battle fie ld  b ookle t, Hold fast Bay, 2018). 

This was a symb ol re p re se nting  his vig orous d utie s and  pe rse ve rance  throug hout his time  at War. 

Charle s was se ve re ly wound e d  in Yp re s, Be lg ium d uring  World  War 1 and  ye t he  e nlisted  ag ain in 

World  War 2. This shows the  ANZAC characte ristic of p e rse ve rance  b ecause  no  matte r how much 

trauma he  suffe red  whilst fig hting  in WW1; Jury chose  to  fig ht for his country once  ag ain.  

O ne  thing  that staye d  consiste nt throug hout his life  is the  amount of e nd urance  Charle s exe cuted , 

whe the r it was d uring  his military se rvice  or in his care e r. Charle s Rischb ie th Jury is still me ntioned  

in the  community tod ay as his p oe try le ft a lasting  imp act on Ad e laid e . In fact, the re  is a p oe try 

comp e tition for stud e nts at the  Unive rsity of Ad e laid e , in me mory of the  forme r p rofe ssor.  He  was 

p raise d  b y his fe llow write rs, p rofe ssors and  friend s as see n from the  q uote s b e low.  

“He  p e rformed inte llig ence  dutie s at Loveday and  in Brisb ane  b e fore  transfe rring  to the  re tired  list 

in Aug ust 1945 as a cap tain” 

- Barb ara Wall (student and  friend  of Charle s) 

“He  was a lite rary and  classical scholar of p rofound  thoug h unostentatious e rud ition and  a g reat 

force  on the  side  of the  ang e ls in the  cultural life  of SA”  

- Dr. J.J Bray (The  executive  of the  SA Fe llowship  of Australian write rs).  

Jury d isp layed  the  ANZAC asp e ct of mate ship  throug hout his life . He  mad e  d e ar frie nd s d uring  

World  War 1 howeve r he  lost many as we ll. He  wrote  a short e p itap h in me mory of his b e loved  

frie nd s (q uoted  on p age  3) which conve ys how much he  cared  for them in his p e rsonal way.  He  

continue d  to  write  le tte rs to  his frie nd s in Eng land  and  Gree ce , as we ll as his p rofe ssors at 

Mag d ale n Colle ge  (re fe r to  ap p e nd ix 6).  He  b uilt many strong  frie nd ship s d uring  his time  in WWI 

and  the se  frie nd ships staye d  close  to  Charle s’ he art eve n whe n he  re turne d  to  Ad e laid e . 

This is the  story of Charle s Rischb ie th Jury. A man of courag e , comp assion, and  p e rse ve rance . An 

e ssayist, p oe t, p rofe ssor, and  so ld ie r. In ad d ition to  his d isting uished  se rvice  in World  War I and  

World  War II, his love  for Eng lish lite rature  is an insp iration for young e r g e ne rations. The  story of 

this incred ib le  man and  his fe llow comp anions will fore ve r b e  reme mb e re d  for the ir se rvice  to our 

country. 
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Part  B: 

Whe n I first saw an op p ortunity to  p articip ate  in the  Premie rs ANZAC sp irit p rize , I kne w that I would  

e njoy this re se arch p ro je ct. I started  re se arching  for p ossib le  South Australian ve te rans on the  

Virtual War me morial we b site  and  was intrig ued  at how many influe ntial South Australian ve te rans 

we re  ye t to  have  the ir storie s shared . Afte r exte nsive  re se arch, I narrowed  my choice s d own to  

three  me n. Charle s Rischb ie th Jury, Noe l Me d way Loutit and  Sir Donald  Be aumont Dustan. It was 

incre d ib ly challe ng ing  to  choose  b e twe e n these  three  me n as e ach one  had  the ir own uniq ue  story 

and  se rve d  the ir country with d ig nity. I d iscove red  that Charle s Rischb ie th Jury was an e ssayist and  

stud ied  Eng lish Lite rature . As a pe rson who also  love s to  write , I was inte re sted  in le arning  more  

ab out his journey.  

To  b e g in the  re se arch asp e ct of this task, I use d  the  links on the  virtual war me morial site  howe ver 

I wanted  to  le arn more  ab out Charle s’ story in g re ate r d e p th. I d iscove re d  a b iog rap hy writte n b y 

Barb ara Wall, a forme r stud e nt and  frie nd  of Charle s which exp laine d  more  ab out his life  p rior to  

war se rvice  and  his time  as a p rofe ssor at the  Unive rsity of Ad e laid e .  

Charle s was b orn in Glene lg  the re fore , I searched  through the  City of Hold fast Bay web site  for any 

information ab out se rvice  me n from Gle ne lg . I came  across a b ookle t calle d  From the  Bay to the  

Battle fie ld . This b ookle t is a World  War 1 comme moration p ro je ct which honoured  the  se rvice  of 

me n and  wome n who had  once  lived  in Hold fast Bay.   

O nce  I had  e stab lishe d  sufficie nt note s on Jury’s se rvice  in World  War 1, I starte d  to  exp lore  more  

ab out his e nlistme nt in Ad e laid e . Whilst re se arching  I notice d  that I had  a d e ficie nt numb e r of 

p rimary source s in my e ssay which le d  me  to  the  State  Lib rary of South Australia. Since  Charle s was 

b orn in South Australia and  sp e nt majority of his time  afte r World  War 1 in Ad e laid e , I b e lieved  that 

the  lib rary would  have  some  use ful archival mate rial. Conse q ue ntly, I contacte d  the  lib rary and  

asked  for acce ss to  Jury’s le tte rs, p icture s, and  ne ws article s.  

I found  many p e rsonal le tte rs from family memb e rs or frie nd s, news article s, p icture s of his 

p rod uctions, o ld  school d iarie s and  note s from his stud e nts. Afte r looking  at this archival mate rial, 

I was ab le  to  b uild  a d e ep e r und e rstand ing  of Jury’s life  and  his re lationship s with p e op le .  

O nce  I finished  stud ying  Charle s life  and  d iscove ring  p rimary source s, I g athe re d  all my note s and  

cate g orise d  them und e r a fe w he ad ing s which e nsured  that the  e ssay was writte n in the  correct 

chronolog ical ord e r of Jury’s life . Writing  this e ssay mad e  me  re alise  that althoug h we  ce leb rate  

Re me mb rance  Day and  ANZAC d ay, we  can ne ve r p ay our re sp ects to  e ach and  e ve ry so ld ie r, 
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nurse  or p io le t that foug ht for Australia. Howe ver, we  can kee p  the ir sp irit alive  and  that is e xactly 

what I wanted  to  achieve  whe n writing  this e ssay. 
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Appendix 1: 

Charles Rischbieth Jury mentioned in the Glenelg 
Guardian newspaper after being wounded in 

Ypres, Belgium (Thursday, August 12, 1915) 

 

 

Appendix 3: 

Newspaper cutting reporting C.R. Jury's graduation from 
Magdalen College and alluding to his war service 1918.  

 
 

 

 

Appendix 2: 

Pictures from one of Charles Rischbieth Jury’s 
successful productions ‘The Sun of Servitude’ 

 

 



12 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Appendix 5: 

St Peters Honour Board, Charles R Jury’s - 
second column, third name down  

 

 

Appendix 4: 

The Sun in Servitude. A play by C.R 
Jury. 

Booklet of the poetry production which 
commenced in March 1958, a few 

months before Charles death.  
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Appendix 6: 

Letters from Charles Jury’s friends. Letter 1 is from 
Chicago, USA and letter 2 is from Greece. 

 

 

 

               

                                                                           

Letter 2: 

 

Letter 1: 
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Appendix 7: 

Mobilization Attestation Form, Medical Examination 
and Oath of Enlistment of Charles Rischbieth Jury, 

Word War 2.  



15 
 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 8: 
 

Image on the Left – Men in the Central Bureau 

Image on the right – Exterior of the Central Bureau. It was secret organisation, so 
it looked like an average house. 

 

 

Appendix 9: 
 

Loveday Internment Camp. Internees in transport ready for work. 
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Appendix 10: 

Enlistment History and Details Form 

(National Archives of Australia NAA: B884, S2840) 
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Appendix 12: 

Newspaper cutting 
from unknown 

newspaper in memory 
of Charles Rischbieth 

Jury.  
 

 

 

Appendix 11: 

Picture of Charles in 1918 with L.Tor, Oliver and 
Ursula. 

 


