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.!'o thoae ~ot us 1Ibowre cb1J~t:l in Gosf'OZ"th 50 ,ears ago - and
_ .spread all ON'&" tbD world, .t'":t-autM SOlOQOn Mazyla to ClApetcan, fraa
V'Imcouver .'to Hcaa ltcDg - t'ragrant ~. w:Ul be ualcened b:f the menUon
or •.•• Parker· ot~. notlJ:e elf Ybose tle4th baa just reaobd me in
tbD "lIen.- of ~ 2nd.

L1:te'US q).tl.ri ill ItQoat'er ~ 111 tbe earq 19OO'.. Wehad:aD
radio - ae:q •• occu;1onel Y1a1t f'r<lIII a Qcm:aan b~ a danc:1ngbear, err

Nt&:! P'l'84the p:tMkr. 1'bere •••• 110 bu.••• o1tber. and A Y1a1.t to ifhj,teha:fen
•• a -Jar ~ ~ the tlrea m1la -.lk 'to soaacale, t.b8Dce q, train
to CClrHckleJ \m'.a percl»mce old J1a \fa"boD could be ~ to clear
a CCI1"D81" 1a h1a covered oarr:l.e:r·s cart which made tho trip fIfIer3'- market ifqt

1!:Ioa .••••. the da3a at la:.t:p taDd1j os. !he 'VillaiP and ~
flama IIIIa1"lIedwith ch:Ud:ron, and ~ thaA 150 a.t'telxled tbe church aohool.
~ or tba walkina traa' to S m1lea f!N'CJrT Qq. !bt atteoiuwOlJ roo~
J: balJ.eve, •• J.14 b7 NarmaD. B1eDdor ~ 2i m1lea UIajf OIl tbt , ..•
or .sto:lo3al. lifOarwho tar S years (01" \1B.S1t 71) lIU .~ absent. nsver
lata-. .I wander hoIr I8\Y chiJ.dreA&l'O C\Dtho scbQol roll todq • • • and
do tbe;y atlll walk. or dDea a patenla.l ~t prov:1de bus transparot far
distant dllellen?

Bd.na ~ an 1aol.ated cQlJXl,unity meant that .• had to provide our OWll
amulISlml' u¥libe leaders 1n all th1a were DI:". and'~ l?at'i:m", str~
aupparterl b;r Joaeph B1rch the sohoolmaater. b b:Jghl1gbt of tl» year was
tlw GoaeartA Cbrutmaa 0000C't - ma.t1ztee aDd tao flIV'8D1ng~~a. held
between ~ and the!kWr Year,. '!be -.t:mee ~ .~t1."i..!'":l.-\.m'!d. by Vi-he
geDti.'r;y" - tbI .~ frail I:rto.n. HaJJ.. the ~ t'raa Ba.recrQtt.
U. ~ ,fraa B'.Olmroc.lk. t;be ByJrIara traa Calf1er .AbbO',1 etc. -
who 'tIrought tbo1r bouse parties, am tne last flIV'8D1ngpertcr.nanoe was t"ol.lowod
b7 the CI:ud Ball or tbs year. In -the earUa:- d.qa the oc:ocert illa8 elltiro~
a lacal proc1uct1on - WGI.'d.a. wa1c and book by Dr. Parker, but later, an
operet.ta with top1ca.l songs and gags ,and a ooe-act ~ oaapJ:'iaed tm pro-
~ All tl» aoemr.r was bunt ·tVId pa.1nted by the Dtlcto.r 1n the barn
at Parlr:r2ock. the dreasoa .•••• mado by ll.r.a. l?arlarr •. Rehoarsala began in
~, obarua a the village aohnol. i&"1ncd.pal. at ~ aDd t'raiI
~ ClR1IIU:'da.Pa:dc:DDokwaa •. .,.., or groAt aotiv1ty aneral. ~
each wet, with horde. or children being fitted nth co.at1.mea by urs. Parker
in the d.raw;1ng roca wbilAt the Doctazo ~ pr1na.~ :in hia atlxlJr.
It .••• a -laDi drabbl,y l"IIOGd'traa the yjllage to ~ on twae willter
night$, and it 1IU ccna1il8red good f('mtl to leava boota at" clogs in t.be stooe
t'lagged hall BmDJ'lgat tbt atuf'ted bitUs and tho avo.rds and muskets or
geDerat1cma o'I! Parker aa11ara ani so.ldjm.,.

III tbeae dqa 'WbIm it 111ooosidered ttthe ~ to teD3a1. .• publ.:ia aet"ViDe.
e~ whDA due not1ce or it 1&given .m tho aocial column)o.f' the preas
t1I! iUuatra.ted map d nn_ ODe~ with prof'c:Ju:il admtrat:1on and tbanlt-
hl._ tbt l.oza& ,..ra oe uoaelf"1ah rJerViae which Ir. a:Murs. Parker gava



,."

to tlw obildrea ~ GocItar:1Jb. Hcxrdid tbdr act1vitiaJI ewl with the
ca-pn1 -tj<a of theCcacert. Ut-a. :Pa:rioor gave ~ of bDr t:blD
taJe' the Bald or ~. the Churoh choir .'lild ~ other IIG1I IUlt whicb
~ •. 1Dtl.uaco and poIiIIr ~ ~. \¥hila Dr. Parker fou.ndBd
tbt ~ oluh .,ob enabled the g;tVr•.:r~ :wd teenagers (if they'
poaeaaed. b1Jclta) to visit placos or interest as tar a.wrq as !AVella Hall
1m&Ir tbJ tutelap ot QDIt wbaae la:v;mJ,ed;~~ the anUqtd.t:1es or west
CUaiberrlaDa..•.• UDADel.led.

"l: _lAat ••• ~. Parker 1».January 19l8 wbm I Y1a1ted. Gostcrth
~ a. abort l.ea.'M ~ r.raa~ "re 101»0QIP-1\Y of Austr.U.i.eD
I:Dtantty X oCJllDN\ded 1IU ~ at"ter the PasaobeniiMla fighting.
,. .•• ~ Id.okwt; a8Il~ •• activo aa fMIIr. I triad to e;xp&:'CIM
'lIlT appreo.f.&1dcaat all tba.t be an;! lira. F&\"ker had &me ror the ch:l.l.cken
of GorItcrih and he repUad ·iell Jdm. \lID looked at it tb1s lffq. the
beat things ra1_ 111Coaf"or:th N'e ou.r cbUdt:en. • • tbey are even better
pl1\y than. O\r ~ and potatoes. ~ haw alwa,ya been so mIU\Y
of tbaa tbLt tbq oouldn't all be abscrbed looaJ q and a big propart1cll
ha4 to SO am. ma1attbdr 't1Iq in the outside lrCZ"ld. we haw trll:d bJr our
CCDceria aDd otbBr- eduoat1DDal. act1v1ti.ea to gift them aelt~ and
po;1ae~ would cmablo 1ibeIa to hold tbdr 0•. ~t strangers. SO
~ or our ~ people haw done well 1D. VQ"£oua parta r4 the world "
tba.t _ hol, ., little halp \tQ lIIQI.V able to ,31va baa been r:1ch.\Y repa1d.

Aa I a1.t bexe in J7V~ of£~. ear~ in J~. with
thD outa1de ~ well aver lOO , DOZltalg1t! raemariea f'loc:d ll:D a£
tboae cMuliDg ~ along the anow-g.f.rt rood to l\\rknook where 1m-
PL"UsioDa.ble youth enjoyed the pr.l~le8Sprl.vile~ at <lCI'ftPAni OM,bj P with
a lad3' or aentle ldrth wbr) was ~ known to be irritable or unsrncj,oua,
aDd wJ.th & cultured gont'l.t:qan lIIboac knuwl.edge or tho ~, fauna and.
hiatar.T ~ b.1a belQ¥ed oountr,yrdda 'Waa ~ aY¥l who was a.J.wa:'a
Gal. the look-out to eJlDOU1"agO tmd. awUat 1n tho dtmllopAent at arq
mtel lectual pur:au1t.

I pzeaume SCDIC ~ will be prorided fir lCr'a. Parlmr in
the Cbu1'ch&be ltM:d :so dear17 am ~Jed so well. But her real meD:r.ial
18 ~1necl1zl tl» hcarta or tho. to 1dlaa &bit gaw so much of mr grace.
Bar l1te AS ar a _turo to oatabl1sb. a trwU.tioll or behaviour to ODe'S
Dd~, bath young am old, and I dare to hope ita :blf'luaDCe will be
1'olt DOt 0Al3 1DGoatorth but 1n hr d1.&tant places ~cr gencrationa to
ccat. .ADd D.O-orut could wish ror a. finer ~ than thail


