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Mrs. Packer of Pmxdmeck = Stme recollections,

To thoae of us who wore childwen in Cosforth 50 years ago - and
we sprosd all over the wordd, from the Soloacm Islands to Capetoem, from
Vancouver to Hong Eong - fragrant pmordes will be awekened by the mention
of s, Parker of Parknook, notice of whone death bas just reached me in
tha "Hews® of Noveunber 2nd,

Life was quist in "Goefer Boddem” in the early 1900%'a., We had no
radio ~ only an cocasional vislt Prom a Cerman band, & dancing bear, ox
Pred the Piddlar, There wero no buses sither, and a visit to whitehaven
was a major event requiring the threse mile walk to Ssancale, thence Ly trein
o Corkickle; unlesss perchance old Jim Watscn could be persuaded to clear
a carner in his covered ocarrier's cart which made the txip every market dayl

Thoae were the days of large families, The village and swrrownding
farms searmed with children, and mare than 150 attended the ohureh school,
many of them walking fram 5 to 5 milea every day, ‘The sttendance rocard,
I baliove, was beld hy Norman Bland of %mhammtbedga
of Stockiale Moor who far 5 years (ar wes it 77) was "never absent, never
late*, I wondexr how many children are on the school roll today + « » and
do they atill walk, or doea a paternal govermaent provide bus teansport foor
distant dwellexs?

Mawhmmdammwm&mtwhﬁtowmowom
amusemnt and the leadsrs in all this were Dr, and s, Parker, strongly
supported by Joseph Birch the schoolmaster. The highlight of the yesr was
the Goaforth Clristmas Concert = matinee and two evenlng perfarmances, held
batween Clrlstoas and the Rew Toar., The miines sma vabfyonised be 9the

gentry® -« the Brooklebanks from Irton Hall, the Alnsworths from Harecrof't,
the Iowthorpe=iutwldges fran Bolmrook, the Rymsrs fraa Calder Abbay etc, -

who brought their house parties, and the last evening perforasnce was followed

by the Grand Ball of the year, In the sarlisr days the cuwert was entirely
a local production - words, music and book by Dre Parker, but later,an
operetia with topical songs and gags,and a cne-acst play cagmrised the pro-
gramme, A1l the scenery was builé snd painted hy the Doctor in the barn
at Parknock, the dresses were made by l&s, Parker, Rehearsals began in
September, mummmwam and from
aid-fovesber owards, Parknook was o scene of great activiiy seweral evenings
sizchmk. ﬁﬁ:h@dﬁnofﬁﬂmnbaﬁgfﬁﬁn&ﬁthmahym Parker
the roca whils Doctar rebhnalsed iInhis g
mtmmmmbwwmmmgmmmmmtmmﬁm
nights, and it was consldered good from to leave boots o clogs in the stone
flagged hell smomgst the stuffed birds and the swords and muskets of

generations of Parker saillors and soldiecs,

In these days wien it is considered ™the thing" to render public service,

especlally when due notice of it is given ia the aocial colimansof the press
or illustrated magazines, ong remenbers with profound admiration and thanke
fulness the long years of unselfish service which D, =d s, Parker gave
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to the children of Goafarths Nor did thedr activitlies end with the

of the Concert, livg, Parier gave unsparingly of her time
for the Rand of Hope, the Church ghelr vl uny othsr movement whioh
Wmmmmgm whiles I, Parker founded
: MMMMMMAWMW(KM
9ammdbikna)toﬁsitplmosqfintemtaafaramumm
under the tutalage of cne shoes knowlede of the antiquities of Vest
Cussborland was unexcelled,

_ X lagd amr Ix, Parker in January 1918 when I viaited Goaf'arth
daring & short lsave periocd from France where the capany of Australian
Infantzy L camanded was "reating* efter the Passchendacle fighting,

Iie was mortally slok but mentally as active as ever, I trisd to express
ny appreciation of a1l that he and jirs, Pavker had dome for the children
of Qoaforth and he replied "well Jan, woe Jooked at it this way, The

beat things raised in Goaforth are our children ¢ « « thay are even better
quality than ome ahortixons and potatoss,  There have always been s¢ many
of them that they oouldn't all be absarbed locally and a big propoxtion
had to go and male thelx way in the outside wmarld, We have tried by our
Conoerta and other educational activities to give them self-confidence and
polise wirloh would cnable them to hold their own amongst strangers, o

magy of owr young people have dome well in various parts of the world

tthMmutﬂehbmmmmgiwmmanpaﬁ.

m:mmmwm@aaﬂm, early in Jamsary, with
the outsids temperature well over 1007, nostalgic menordies flood = of
mmmmmmwmmmzmmm-
messionable youth enjoyed the mricelsss orivilezs of companionsidp with
a lady of gentls birth who was nswer knoen to be irritsble ox ungracious,
and with a culiwred gantleman whoss knowledge of the flora, fauna and
histaxy of his beloved ocuntrysids wes enoyolopoedic and who was always
on the lock-gut to ennourage und asaist in the dovelcpment of any
intellectual pursult,

I rresums some memorial will be provided for Mra, Parker in
the Clmxrch she loved so dearly and sexved so well, Bub her real memorial
1s enshrined in the hearts of those to whon she gave 3o much of her grace,
Her life was of a matine to establish a tradition of behavicur to one's
nedghbour, both young anxd old, and I dare to hope its influence will be
falt not only in Gesforth but in fur distant places for generationa to
cons, And nowone gould wish for a fiper memarial than thatl



