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In 1914 war was declared against Germany and troops were sent out overseas
to help the Allied Forces fight.

Albert Tutt was brought into this world on the 15 of May 1893. His parents,
George and Ann Tutt were married in the Saint Michael Church of England at
Mitcham in 1878, they had seven children. Albert was the youngest out of the
7 children and he had 4 sisters and 2 brothers. The family resided in Arnold
Street, Mitcham and Albert’s father, George Tutt, worked as a gardener in the
Mitcham area. Albert attended the local school on Bull’s Creek Road
somewhere between 1898 —1910. Records show that as a young adult Albert
worked as a Surveyor for the South Australian Government.

On the 30" of December 1915 aged 22, Albert Tutt enlisted for the AIF
(Australian Infantry Forces) at the Adelaide registering office. He was enlisted
into the fourth Reinforcements, thirty second Battalion, eighth Brigade and his
identification number was 2477A. After a few weeks of training he left
Adelaide on the 9" of March 1916, on the ship RMS Mongolia which was
headed for Egypt. Here Albert spent more weeks training and was then
supposed to have travelled to France with the rest of the thirty second
Battalion but, on the 19'" of April Albert was transferred to the forty eighth
Battalion. The reasons for the transfer are unclear, but Albert eventually got
his first taste of action at the Battle of Bullecourt.

Life in the trenches was very hard for all soldiers. They were at risk from
suffering many ailments such as Trench Foot (when started to rot because of
dampness in the shoe), Diarrhoea, Typhoid, Mumps, Influenza, Tetanus,
Hypothermia, Mustard Gas Burns, Stomach Bugs, Trench Mouth (Gingivitis),
Dysentery and Shell Shock (when soldiers began to lose sleep and became
mentally unstable). The trenches were also infested with flies, fleas and rats.
Due to the dirt and unsanitary conditions the trenches would smell all year
round. As it was often unsafe to remove them, corpses were left lying in the



mud or snow for all to see. Many soldiers died because of the infections,
infestations and cold weather which brought on hypothermia. It was far worse
for those soldiers who were out on the front for longer periods of time than
others, but all soldiers suffered much the same. However, Albert Tutt was only
fighting in the trenches for a short period of time, and therefore he was not as
exposed to the moments of high stress when fighting and then the long
segments of hanging around trenches like the rest of his comrades were. As
trench life was a new experience for Albert he would have had to learn new
concepts to the way of living life on the Front and also what to do if he was
told to, go “over the top” and into “No Man’s Land” (climb over the top of the
trench and run across the land that was between the German trenches).

The Battle of Bullecourt started on the 11" of April 1917 it involved both the
forty eighth and the forty sixth Battalions. These men were told by their
Commanders to cross “No Man’s Land” and enter the first row of German
trenches called OG1, this having been successful they advanced to the second
trench called 0G2, but disaster struck, the Germans were able to advance and
push the Australian forces out causing them to retreat. Many soldiers were
wounded and left behind, others had already died and some were captured by
the Germans. Albert Tutt was to be captured by the Germans and became a
prisoner of war (POW). Unfortunately Albert died the very same day, 11 April
1917. The German soldiers buried his body, but the grave site cannot be found.
He has a memorial at the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial site.

Albert Tutt showed the ANZAC spirit in many ways. When World War 1 came
England and her Allies started conscripting men into the army. Australia’s force
however was not made up of conscripted people, the entire AIF was full of
volunteers and because Albert put his name down he showed bravery and
courage. Tutt also showed compassion and respect toward his mates and
comrades when fighting on the front; he would have bonded deeply with these
other men and felt a terrible loss when they passed away. Commitment,
Courage and Mateship are the three qualities that the AIF believe in and is
what they stand for; Courage meaning that you do not desert your friends and



keep fighting, Commitment meaning that you never back down even if you are
scared to death and Mateship meaning that you always stick with your
comrades and help them out in times of need.

Albert Tutt is remembered at Mitcham Schools in there memorial walk that
includes all the men that fought in world war 1 that went to the school, Alberts
brother, Henry Dawson Tutt - who fought at Gallipoli is also remembered at
the Mitcham Schools memorial site. Albert is also remembered on the Roll of
Honour memorial on the one hundred and forty seventh panel and at the
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial site in France.

By Eilidh Greenshields
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Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
1DRL/0428

2477A Private
Albert Tutt

48th Battalion
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CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION,

I HAVE examined the above-named person, and find that he does not present any
of the following conditions, viz ;—

Scrofula; phthisis; syphilis; impaired constitution ; defective intelligence ;
defects of vision, veice, or hearing; hernia; hemorrhoids; varicose veins, beyond
a limited extent ; marked varicocele with unusually pendent testicic: inveterate
cutancous disease ; chronic uleérs; traces of corporal punishment, sr evidence of
having been marked with the letters D. or BC.; centracted or deformed chest;
abnormal curvature of spine; or any other disease or physical defect calculated 1o
unfit him for the duties of a soldier.

He can see the required distance with either eye; his heart and lungs are
healthy ; he has the free use of his joints and limbs; and he declares Liz is not
subject to fits of any description, ¢
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I CERTIFY that this Attestation of the above named person is correct, and
that the required formis have been complied with. I accordingly approve, and
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