2012 Premier's ANZAC Spirit School Prize

When Mr. Bartram, our school history teacher, put a note in the school bulletin about the ANZAC Spirit
School Prize | decided to take up this challenge. | thought it would be a great opportunity to learn about a
small but significant part of Australian history.

Mr. Bartram had previously shown us historic pictures of men from Angaston who served in the First and
Second World Wars. | found it really interesting. Our school was really fortunate that the Angaston RSL
decided to donate those pictures to our school.

I have chosen to do my response on William Wilfred Garrett, a man related to my family through marriage. |
first heard that we were related to the Garrett's the last time that my grandfather, Alan Jewell, came down
from Newcastle in New South Wales to visit us. He took us to the cemetery just outside of Nuriootpa, and
told us that he had heard from his sister that our family are related to the Garrett's through a great aunt
who married a Garrett when the Jewell's used to live in the Barossa Valley years ago. The Jewell's eventually
moved closer to the city while the Garrett's stayed in the Barossa Valley. Interestingly my own family moved
back to the Barossa Valley seven years ago. When we went to the cemetery we found a large number of
graves belonging to the Garrett's. | wanted to find out more about William for my family, but mainly for my
granddad.

William’s great grandfather, Richard Garrett, immigrated to South Australia from Chichester, England, in
1840 with his wife and eight children. Richard Garrett the second had a son called Stephen, who was born
in 1862. He married a woman called Pauline Sieboth, and eventually they moved to Angaston, in the
Barossa Valley in 1889. Their second child was called Wilfred William Garrett, born 7t of December, 1891.
His nickname was Ned but | haven’t been able to discover the reason he was given that name.

o«

William lived at Mount Mackenzie near Angaston, South Australia with his parents. He was single with no
children and he had a job as a labourer before he set out to war. He was 23 years old when he signed up in
Canberra where he joined the British Expeditionary Force on the 7% of June, 1916. He disembarked from
Australia to Egypt on the 14*" of June, 1916. Before he set out he sensibly made sure that he had a will in
place just in case something happened to him.
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William held the rank of Private and was in the 10™" Battalion and 15% Reinforcements. The 10" Battalion '

was among one of the first units raised by the AIF (Australian Imperial Force) during the First World War.

William later joined the 50" Battalion which was established in Egypt in February, 1916, as part of the
‘doubling’ of the Australian Imperial Force. Half of the recruited men were from the 10t Battalion and the
other half were new recruits from South Australia.

After they arrived in France on the 11" of June, 1916, the 50" Battalion fought their first major battle at
Mougquet Farm between the 13" and 15" of August and they suffered heavily. | have learned that they took
part in another major attack on the 3™ of September.

It seems that the battalion spent the rest of the year fighting on the front-line, training or labouring behind
the front line and giving support to fellow soldiers. in early 1917 the battalion participated in an advance on
the Germans as they were retreating to the Hindenburg Line and attacked at Noreuil on the 2™ of April.

William Wilfred Garrett died at the age of 25 on the 18" of October, 1917, in action in Passchendaele,
Belgium. William was appointed Lance Corporal for the Nominal Roll on the 4" of April 1917 just two days
before he died. His place of burial was listed as “near” the Ypres, the Menin Gate. Menin Gateway Memorial
is a road that leads into the town of Menin. It was constructed on the site of the gateway in the eastern wall
of the old Flemish town of Ypres. The Memorial is a monument to the men of the British Empire who
fought in the war but unfortunately there is no body on record to bury. Inside the arch there is the name of
the 6,178 Australian men who fought and died during the First World War as well as soldiers from the



Second World War.

A year later the 50™ Battalion of the Australian Imperial Force moved their operations to the Ypres section
in Belgium and the battalion was involved in the battle of Messines from the 7" of June until the 12" of
June. On the 26™ of September Williams battalion fought at the battle of Polygon Wood without him.

The Germans utilised troops freed by the collapse of Russia in October, 1917 to launched a major attack on
the Western Front at the end of March 1918 (five months after the death of William). At Dernancourt, on
5 April, the 50th Battalion assisted in the repulse of the largest German attack mounted
against Australian troops during the war. I'm sure he would have been proud of his comrades.

William had a loving family, wasn’t in a relationship and had no children. He could have chosen to stay at
home and find a wife, have a swarm of children and live the rest of his life, but William unselfishly decided
that his country and the people in it were worth more to him than his life. Naturally, like all other soldiers,
he was scared of the pain and loss that he would have to face when the friends that he fought alongside
were blown up or shot at as well as fearing for his own life but he proudly went off to war. His efforts, along
with the efforts of all soldiers, have shaped Australia and made it what it is today, the best country in the
world.

William's family was awarded a British War Medal and a Victory Medal in honour of their caring and brave
son.

In my eyes William Wilfred Garrett was a selfless and honourable young man and | am proud to have done a
report on his life.
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