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From 1914 to 1918, World War One ravaged through countries globally, killing thousands of men
and women. World War One was fought largely throughout Europe, where the issue of war
originated. Australia being a part of the Commonwealth was forced to enter the war, due to Britain’s
involvement. Many Australian soldiers and nurses were sent to the Western Front, arriving in France
to discover the horrors of trench warfare. Trenches extended across Belgium and North East France.
World War One was one of the most costly conflicts in Australian history in terms of casualties and
deaths. Over 300,000 men enlisted, 60,000 were killed and 156,000 were wounded, gassed or taken
prisoner. Today the memory of those soldiers that gave their lives in the war lives on through the
ANZAC legend. One of the Australian soldiers that gave his life was William Morley from Adelaide,
who fought and gave his life for his country. Travelling from Australia to Cairo and then eventually to
battle on the Western Front, he knew little of the horrors he would have to face. While he has no
grave, his ANZAC spirit lives on both locally at the Burnside War Memorial Gates at his old school
Burnside Primary and internationally, as his name can be seen on the memorial plaque at Villers
Bretonneux.

On the 13™ of October, 1898 in Queenstown South Australia, William Morley was born to George
Friedrich Morley and Mary Watson. His Father was a barman. There was no record of his parents
ever being married - an unusual circumstance given the time period. Morley had one sister, Gertrude
Turner nee Morley. His Mother passed away four years prior to him departing for war. On the 15" of
October, 1914 at the Adelaide registry office, his father George Morley was married to Selena
Munro. Prior to this, William Morley moved away from home. This may have possibly been due to
not agreeing with, or liking his stepmother. This is also seen through a document in his files dated
the 18/3/15, as he states: “I, William Morley certify that my mother died about four years ago, | have
not spoken to my father since then. “ (Appendix A) This shows possibly a strained relationship with
his family. In his Attestation of Persons enlisted for Service Abroad papers (Appendix B), it is stated
William Morley’s religious denomination was the Church of England. His trade or calling is
recognised as a Labourer. He was listed as single, having no wife or children. William Morley on first
records lists his sister Miss Gertrude Turner as his next of kin, living on Young Street Parkside. No
house number is given, so the exact house is unknown. This is most likely due to having not spoken
with his father for over four years. The amended next of kin became his father, Mr George Fredrick
Morley, who lived on 42 Alfred Street Parkside. (Appendix C) It seems unusual to attend a school
some distance away from his residence, yet Parkside is a suburb within the radius of the Burnside
Council; it is assumed that this is why he attended the Burnside Public School. This is why he is
recognised on the Burnside Old Scholars’ Memorial Gates.

William Morley enlisted on the 18" of March, 1915 in Keswick South Australia. He gave his age as 18
years and 5 months when he enlisted; when in fact he was only 17 years and 5 months old. He
advanced his age by 12 months so he could sign up, a common practice with young men at the time.
In many cases, authorities turned a blind eye to this, as they needed recruits. Morley served in the
10™ Battalion as a Private. Throughout his time as a soldier in the Australian Army, he was not
promoted. His Regimental Army Number was 2412. He departed for war on the 23™ of June, 1915 on
the Ship, H.M.A.T Kanowna. The ship was owned by the AUSN Co Ltd, London, and manned by
Australia officers and crew. First he travelled to Alexandria in Egypt to train. He joined the base at
Lemnos on the 14™ of December, 1915, before being taken on strength. He began fighting in the 10™
Battalion in Mudros on the 5™ of December, 1915. He was taken sick on the 29" of December, 1915
in Alexandria. From there he was moved to Serapeum on the 14" of February 1916, where he
contracted Mumps. He was later discharged from Hospital on the 28" of February 1915, taken on
strength and re-joined fighting on the Front Line on the 29" of February, 1916. From there, William
Morley was taken on strength and fought in Serapeum until the 2™ of April 1916. He travelled to
Heliopolis, where he suffered Rheumatism, a condition which causes extreme pain in the joints and
connective tissue. It is possible from the dates listed and the places visited that he fought in the



Gallipoli Campaign. He was discharged from the base on the 3™ of May, 1916 to train in the 4™
training Battalion on the 6™ of May, 1916. After finishing training, he boarded a ship from Alexandria
on the 29" of July for England. From the England he arrived in Etaples France on 17" of September,
1916, then proceeding to the 10" Battalion on the 30™ of September, 1916. On the 2™ of November,
William Morley was taken to the hospital sick; he stayed there for four days before being taken on
Strength and re-joining battle. On the 12" to the 14" of December, William Morley was admitted to
the Hospital in Rouen for Trench Foot, a condition which many soldiers suffered in trench warfare
during World War One. On the 28" of December, 1916, he was transferred to the second depot. On
the 18" of February, he joined the base in Etaples. He marched out on the 31st of March to the 10"
Battalion and re-joined the Battalion from Hospital on the 4™ of April. He fought in France for over
one month and then on the 7" of May, 1917 William Morley was tragically killed in Action. His body
was never recovered. William Morley spent almost one and a half years on the field before being
killed in Action in France. The particulars of where he died, where never discovered. He served in
three main places across the Mediterranean: Egypt, France and Gallipoli. A Map has been included
marking the main areas in which William Morley fought in. (Appendix D) When he died, none of his
effects were ever recovered and sent home. His Father George Morley sent numerous letters about
receiving his effects, but the Army could find none that belonged to him. It is most likely that they
were destroyed in the battle that occurred when he died in the light of the fact that his body was not
recovered and buried. (Appendix E)

ANZAC Spirit is a concept which shows Australian and New Zealand soldiers possessing and sharing
characteristics and qualities that were displayed on the battlefield during World War One. These
qualities revolve around the principals of endurance, courage, ingenuity, good humour, laricism and
mateship. During his service, William Morley demonstrated and exhibited the ANZAC spirit. William
Morley’s war records show that as a young soldier he was well behaved and well respected. As he
was under the age limit, he never consumed alcohol and was never punished for unruly behaviour.
Morley had an immaculate record and never committed any offences while in the army. He received
great recognition for his service in World War One. He was awarded three different medals: The
Victory Medal (Appendix F), 1914/15 Star (Appendix G) and the British War Medal (Appendix H.) In
1922 a Memorial Scroll and Memorial plaque was presented to Morley’s sister as he died while
serving during the First World War. The last award received was the letter from King George V, sent
to the next of kin to recognise the lives given fighting in the war. All the medals and awards were
presented to William Morley’s sister, as his father died shortly before hand. All these medals and
awards show the great bravery that William Morley displayed in going to fight for his country, as well
as the representation of the tragic loss of his young life. Morley is a fine representative of the ANZAC
spirit because he is an example of stoic, battle, striving against the odds. Looking at the records it
can be seen he suffered setbacks in health, but always pushed ahead and returned dutifully to battle
resignedly heroically playing his part in the force. While he is recorded to be young, physically small
in stature, and not holding a high rank or status, he was a hero all the same. He displayed the ANZAC
Spirit, through his bravery and has come to signify the characteristics and gualities that Australians
have exhibited in war for over 100 years.

World War One ravaged through countries globally killing both men and women. Australian soldiers
and Nurses were sent all over the world, one of these being the Western Front. They arrived in
France to discover the true horrors of the war. An Australian soldier that gave his life was William
Morley from Adelaide, fighting bravely displaying the true ANZAC Spirit. While he has no grave, his
spirit lives on both locally in Adelaide, and in France. His bravery will never be forgotten. Lest We
Forget.
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Appendices
Appendix A — Document Declaring The Death of William Morley’s Mother
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Appendix B - Attestation of Persons enlisted for Service Abroad
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Appendix C — Photograph of Friedrich Morley’s House
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Appendix D — Map of Areas William Morley Visited
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Appendix E — Letter from Friedrich Morley
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Appendix F- The Victory Medal

Appendix G- The 1914- 1915 Star

The Victory Medal was awarded to
Morley. It was authorised in 1919
to commemorate the victory of the
allied forces over the central powers

The 1914/15 Star was awarded to
Morley It was authorised in 1918
and was awarded for service in
specified theatres of war between

5th of August 1914 and 31
December 1915.

The British war medal was awarded
to Morley. It was instituted by King
George V in 1919 to mark the end of
World War 1 and recognise the
service given.




