The ANZAC
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Timeline of John Wilfred’s time in the World War One

1916
APRIL: 14th, Enlisted in the war

AUGUST: 28th, Embarked from Adelaide on HMAT A68
Anchises

OCTOBER: 11th, Disembarked from Plymouth on
HMAT A68 Anchises.

NOVEMBER: 20th-23rd, Joined 43rd Battalion in Eng-
land, became Lance-Corporal.

25th, Went overseas from Southampton to France.

Flers and Somme Winter. 43rd in Armentieres.

1917

FEBRUARY: Flers and Somme Winter ends.

14th, gets scabies, admitted to hospital.

20th, rejoins the 43rd.

24th, advance to Hindenburg Line. Fights a series of
actions.

27th, gets Influenza

MARCH: Ist, admitted with Influenza, field.
7th, admitted to Refts. Camp.

9th, the series of actions at the Hindenburg end.
10th, Rejoins 43rd

APRIL: 9th, The Australians secure the last remaining
towns along the Hindenburg Line.

JUNE: 7th, 19 mines are detonated. Battle of Messines be-
gins.

10th, the 50th battalion goes to bombard the German
‘pillboxes’/blockhouses. Reinforcements are needed and the
48th steps in to back them up, Wounded in action by rifle fire.
11th, dies of wounds and is buried the same day.

14th, Battle of Messines ends, Allies win.
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\..Endurance, courage, ingenuity, good humour, and, of course, mateship, These

qualities collectively constitute what is described as the ANZAC spirit.” (Stanley, 2002)

World War One, (1914-1918) started with Austria/Hungary invading Serbia.
Belgium, Luxembourg and France were soon invaded by Germany and most of
the World’s major powers then became involved. The Western Front comprised a
series of trenches dug through Belgium and France to the Alps in Switzerland.
Our ANZACS arrived on the Western Front in 1916 in support of the Allies. 11
million soldiers were wounded and 8 million were killed (Davidson, 2010). The
Western Front saw perhaps the harshest battles of all; tanks and artillery,
soldiers drowning in mud, choking to death on poisonous gas, storming villages,
and being confined in the narrow, filthy trenches. Lance-Corporal John Wilfred
Turner was one ANZAC that braved the Western Front. He didnt sign up
immediately when it was being publicised as a glorious honour. He signed up
during the height of anti-conscription, when long lists of the war dead were being
published in newspapers. John survived 9 months on the western front and kept
going despite all the horrors he must have witnessed proving the utter
determination in his heart and the love for his family and country that perfectly
sums up the ANZAC spirit.

Background

John Wilfred had four sisters and two brothers, (See Appendix 1). His father
(John Thomas) was a greengrocer in Port Adelaide until moving to Tea Tree
Gully to become a fruiterer, the family probably moved here somewhere between
1891 and 1893 to run the fruit farm (See Appendix 3).. Since John was the only
son (See Appendix 2), he inherited the farm from his parents in 1910. John may

have been a member of the Golden Grove and Yatala Vale Agricultural and
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Horticultural Society, ‘@ remarkably keen, enthusiastic and patriotic’ group of
local farmers (Ian Auhl, 1978, p283). His parents went back to Port Adelaide to
retire at the house ‘Neula’ on Military Road, Largs Bay. John attended the Le
Fevres Peninsula School, (See Appendix 4), possibly staying with grandparents
John and Nancy Turner. John came from a religious family (as indicated by his
death notice, see Appendix 17) and probably attended church at St Bedes as it
was the only Church of England in the area at the time (See Appendix 5).
John had his farm, parents and siblings to consider before joining up, which is
probably why he stayed behind despite the First World War initially being met
with such great enthusiasm. The war was heavily romanticised and weekly
romance serials began to appear in newspapers (eg. Love & War by George Edgar
The Chronicle, pg 44, April 8 1916).
But with more casualty lists appearing in the newspapers people began to realise
how devastating the war was. The lists were initially short biographies, but by
1916 they simply became long lists of names. Anti-War rallies began to break out
and not surprisingly volunteering rates began to drop. People began to oppose
conscription and some men even pretended to be pacifists to avoid going to war.
Despite the ominous headlines, casualty lists (See Appendices 17 - 23) and
public pressure John enlisted in the war, at the age of 22, showing a sense of
bravery, pride in his country and a sense of duty.
Training
John enlisted on the 14th of April, 1916 ranked as Private (See Appendix 6). He
attended several training bases in preparation, including the School of Musketry
in Cheltenham from the 19th of June to the 7t of July 1916. On the 28th of

August, 1916, he embarked from Adelaide onboard the HMAT A68 Anchises (See
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Appendices 7 & 8). He arrived in Plymouth in England on the 11tk of October,
1916 (See Appendix 16). A week later, he then joined the 434 Battalion and was
promoted quickly to Lance Corporal. In Britain, the 43 Battalion was training
before heading over to France on the 25th of November from Southampton (before

John and the 1st- 6th Reinforcements arrived).
Winter in the Trenches

In late December the Battalion arrived at the Western Front. They spent the
winter in the Armentieres trenches (See Appendix 9), where skin numbed on
exposure, bread couldn’t be cut with a knife, tea froze over and the frozen ground
made the exploding shells reverberate with more intensity. Although he had
missed the major battles he now had to endure rain, mud and frost-bite while

conducting mini-attacks and raids on the Germans.

The world seemed a perpetual round of pain, misery and death... their souls were
deadened, and they resigned their course on earth to the whims of a malicious fate

... They had come to Armageddon.’ (Gammage, 1990).

Good roads were about 12 km from the front lines so a lot of their effort went into
repairing roads so supplies could be brought in. On the 14% of February, John
was admitted to hospital for 6 days with scabies (See Appendix 16). He

heroically returned to the 434 Battalion and jumped right back into the Frey.
The Hindenberg Line

During the winter the Germans had begun constructing the Hindenburg Line,
planning to withdraw to these new trenches in early 1917, as a defensive
advantage. From the 24th of February to the 9th of April, the Australians fought
their way across the countryside west of Baupaume reaching the Hindenburg
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Line and seizing Le Barque and Ligny-Thilloy as well as Baupaume on the 26th of
February. A day later, John got influenza and was later treated at the Refts
Camp on the 7th of March (See Appendix 16). Despite life threatening influenza
John endured. Demonstrating the ANZAC spirit he stayed with his battalion
until he could receive medical attention. After treatment he tenaciously rejoined
his battalion on March 10th. The Australians captured the villages of Frimicourt,
Velu and Lebucquitre on the 18th and 19th of March and Morchies and Beaumetz
on the 21st. With no more horrible trenches to endure, spirits would have been
high. Unfortunately the fight for Lagnicourt (March 26th) cost them 400 brave
men and at Noreuil on April 2nd they lost 600 more. This would have hit home for
John and his mates. However, on the 9th of April the Allies managed to secure the

remaining significant towns along the Hindenburg Line.
The Battle of Messines

The Germans had kept a strong hold in Ypres near Messines since 1915. It was
the deadliest 25 square kilometres along the Western Front. Messines had to be
captured before the Germans could be removed. The Australians and the allies
had dug out shafts that allowed mines to be placed 30 m below enemy lines.
There were twenty-one tunnels and once they were ready, the mines were
charged. John’s 3rd Division was just below Messines on the far-right flank (See
Appendix 10). It was the 34 Division’s first official battle. They marched
towards the dangerous shelling area on the 6% of June. Those who put their gas
masks on in time were forced to watch their friends collapse, vomiting and
frothing at the mouth. Later they readied their bayonets and prepared for the
moment when the mines would go off. On the 7tk of June 1917, at 3:05 am, 19 of

the total 21 mines were detonated commencing the Battle of Messines. Pigeons
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were sent out with the good news that the first stage had been successful. The 3xd
Division were sent to the Warneton line (the German’s new frontline) and
eventually to the Hun's Walk. They sought to strengthen their posts, avoiding
machine-gun fire, in the woods, from block houses and from all directions. A
night attack was launched but the Allies were soon detected, most of the soldiers

fled back to the starting point.

John Wilfred Turner was wounded in this battle by rifle fire at 5 am on the 10th
of June, 1917. He died a day later. He was only 23. He was buried on the same
day in Underhill Farm Cemetery in Ploegsteert, Belgium (See Appendix 13).
The Battle of Messines ended on the 14th of June, a few days after his death. The
two Australian Divisions suffered a total of 6,800 casualties. Ironically the battle
was labeled a ‘stunning success’ and thanks to the brave soldiers who fought
there, the German forces were pushed out of the Western Front, giving the Allies
a foothold to win the war. John is commemorated in Cheltenham cemetery on his
parent’s, John Thomas and Kate Turner’s, graves; as well as on the South
Australian and National Australian War Memorials (See Appendices 11, 12).
Some of his personal items were retrieved and given to his family, including his
identity disc, four religious books, a sovereign purse, a wallet, some photos,
letters and cards and a leather pocket notebook (See Appendix 14). John
received the British War Medal and the Victory Medal which was awarded to
those who went to war between 5 August 1914 and 11 November 1918 (See

Appendix 15).

John Wilfred Turner demonstrated the true ANZAC spirit. He made the ultimate
sacrifice, signing up knowing the war was going to be a difficult and strenuous

campaign. Despite the controversy about the war and his sense of responsibility
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to his family and farm; he joined up and he was promoted quickly. He didn’t let
his sickness keep him from the battlefield for long and strove to protect his mates
and to honour his country. The ANZAC spirit means showing perseverance,
comradeship, courage and patriotism. Members of the French Army were

shooting themselves in the feet to escape the horrors of war, but John persevered

and died with honour. C.E.W. Bean (1946) concluded that,

" ANZAC stood, and still stands, for reckless valour in a good cause, for
enterprise, resourcefulness, fidelity, comradeship, and endurance that will never

own defeat.”
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Enid Kate (1821), John Wilfred 'Jack' (1893-1917) and Alice Turner (1889)

John’s siblings were: Alice Muriel, Enid Kate, Mary Isabel, Ellen, John and Sidney. Four
of the Turner children died at a very young age, Mary Isabel at only three weeks old,
while Ellen, John and Sidney died before the others were born. John Wilfred would have
been only two at the time of Mary’s death. Alice Muriel (17 August 1889) and Enid Kate
(31 March 1891) were both born in Port Adelaide while the two younger, John (22 Sep-

tember 1893) and Mary (19 September 1891), were born in Tea Tree Gully

John Thomas Turner (1850 -1941) with family.
Alice (b. 1889), John Thomas, Kate White (18564-1942) and Edith (Katie){Turner) Hames {(1891). 2
Taken at Largs Bay, SA.
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i
The home of John Thomas Turner (1850 - 1941) and family
Tea Tree Gully, SA untll 1910

The main agriculture in the area was dairy/beef cattle, almonds, sheep, wheat, barley

and hay, though John Wilfred’s family was growing fruit on their farm.

.

it

Le Fevres Peninsula School, in the Largs area, a private school

that opened in 1856, which after the passing of the Education Act

in 1875 became one of the first public schools in 18786.
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St Bede'’s in Semaphore, along
Military Road.
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Battle of Messines

A bombardment in progress in the Douve Valley,
Mesen (Messines), June 1917. [AWM H12264]
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John’s Casualty Form
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France, between 23rd and 23th July, 1916, aged i‘tf and Mms - B H

i : days. Interred Su:

MOORE.—Rilled .in_ action in France, at

PIOKERING.
oy Moors, 10th Batialion, shing,-Fesldeuce, Eeslets

HALL.—Killed in #ctidn“in Findos of Augdat

o
- W Joim iy o, .

i
e Taaighls,
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18. Neirés fmm the Weétem Front, The |
 Chronicle, April 14, 1916
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MESSINES! BELGIAN

“ 19. The Messines Battle where J .W. Turner

THE SUBNE OF LAST W] ER'S GRENT BATTLR

Mrsampes, taken by the Acatvaliani- gl Now Zoalamdems Tast sk, ihad Lon the hands of o0 Germans simes (O toter, 1914
mind tae village does n look a0l ul Place to eaptone, Yol eool the mnst stroamglydoforded eons o the Ypres-Xonen
galient The metupes 5w faortiomn U villames the mnalle Tosatedd wn @ bl 1ill,

mierior of the v Huwe ohireds LU asivs i thisse bnos 00t oy ot A sty b
here also Captamn J. W, Blacks, Lie stonasn
lives,. Thue hirst Anstialinm s aitak on the

2 Rtiex hel lay
rea
imd affording good ohsservat on nost, aml  the
batealeim was locatwd from June 17 6ll Jaly '8, 1918, and
W loshimas and Dance Corpinal 10407 1iavies 1son of Bro k- Harold Davies), Jost t er

Prorimans was odis pamgod from oo tren es 1 thie vi ity

ML= wur
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.thele mont distinguished statesmen and

The Russians have prixs_h&l.fback the
s1e rushing men from Belgium to the

Austrinn trenches and have inflicted he

neutval boats have been sunk, and the
tncked. In the latter instanve 50 Jives
There are also Antericans migsing -from
to slnk vverythilog m British waters,

the North Sea. /The Alcantara was sunk
loss of hife on each dide, but the Qeérma
tought over Norwegian colors, The Ger
more Zeppelins.

Scltiepwig-Ilolatein thren British seaplan
lost
and German warships in the North <ea

Fater advices voncerning the tad
The Germnuy  admit  that  twoe of
of their torpedo bouls 1 missing: Tho

wleafery huve heen sunk, fncluding mora
Do von Bethmann Hollwweg iv aboul te
piracy and e
AL sowe of Thew were loat.

Phe Gerinunn have slprted an offen
in check by the Allits, General Smats
Africn,

than al auy time since January, and the
duced.

]

FRENCH MAKE PRO-
- GRESS.

BREAT BATTLE NEAR
VERDUN, -

ENEMY RETREAT.

e e e
. PARIS, Mar
It ig reported in a commu
this nflernoon that *Our  {roups,
an. intenso  avltillery  preparvation, vigor-
ously altacked Avocourt Wood, and cap.
tured Lhe soubh-caslern horn thereof to

. THE

el TR S e e e o
SH AIR"RAID ON NORTH GERMANY
‘ A WEEK OF WAR. -

General Siv Douglas Haig veports that the Brilish™ won importang Sposilions
in the vicinity. of Loos and Ypres an Mo nday

loss. . Fierce artilléry Aghting hds occurr y
gon. Tho Allied War Council, at which eight nations are represonied by 37 of

Mensnges from Denmaik declaro {lal theve

There were Australun mail ou the

Latest War Cables.

SPIUTTING CRT VENUUN -

_Tue Germans acknowledge their’
ed in -the Argonne and the Verdun re-’

military leaders, is mititig in’ Daris,
Germans in the Dvinsk regtn, and they

Iave also mflicted further los<es .on thefurks by wea and Jand:  The Germans

eastern front, and the:Kaiser hag gone

to. Vilua, wherea ferce Russian.aliveli-{s expectecd.*The Italiins have captued

avy losses on tlie enemy.

.
German submfMrine ontrages ave incveising. - The Englishman and eeveral

Channel  wtoamer Sussex has been st
were ‘lost, including some Americaus
the Enghshman  “I'he Hornpnis threaten

&
The armed werchunt steamer Alcuntara has sunk the German valkder 0 elf s

by a torpedo. There was congideralle
ns suffered mrost heavily. - - The (iveif
mons o buwldigy bigger sulimarnes and

‘Fhe Miitigh Admiraliy repord that dwring a'vaid on «80  airship. ghad in

es and n Yorpedo boat destroyer waia
wag o fight betwean British

and thal several extmy ships were sunl.

slate that great damage was done
their patrols were gunlk, und that one
United Stoles aud other neulral nalions

nre angry concerning the German mibmarine oufragos on shipping.  Beveral more

neutral vepnels,

There 18 & rumor that
resign beconso

of the povsistence in
Suesex, and it s feared

ftvo near Salonika, bul have been held
has won o Drilliant  snceess  jn ant

General Townshend reports that Kulol-Amare hos bewm bowmbardnad,

Me, Hoghen iv muilleving from n severe aiiaelc 3 influenzn, and has heen com-
pelied to cancol wll engagements for spverg) duys,

Flow fa ehraper in Wpgland
price of the quartern louf hag been ve-

The Gerinans Batmgbf
Lying fni, the infantry poured ip a
terrific fire, and the field pieces cut dowy
#wathes of men, The onomy’s line again
und again was btoken, They failed . to
Jrive nu ok of tha villava of Malanconrt.

v S— - S

{! 20. Headlines
: [ been reading before he set off to
| | ———— = s— w S
in Aty and starty, show’ the enemy
e g, wid e K," or - will

- 1aek, dhaeaneni-if Lhey-propose—to- numreh-
1o Verdun,
after :

via  Mulancourt,
st cover 12 kilomctres.
News Suppressed in Geimuny,

A German wirelosy viessayge ignoreg the

g they

a depth of 300 wétres, also an important

hut wmall fort which (he-Geormang had
stroogly - forlified, A violent »Um‘mun
counter-attack  with - recently * arrived

troops wea completely repulsed with heavy
losses.  Another French ntlack delivored
i ronjunction  with the foregoing pro-
gresseill north of Avocourt, capluring Lhe
enemy's ¢ross trenchea

: Ifrench Offensive,

The featare of today’s wal news is the
suceeps of the l'rench offensive al Verdun.

Prry now werl ba

Not tontent with repulsing the eneny, the

French offensiva. Tt stales: #Our troops,
5with little Jous, stormed g 'l’nsncltip»ition
inorth of Malaneourt, over a depth™of geve-
rnl lines, extending over a front of 2,000
yurds, wnd ‘also penetraled the north:wng.
tern portion of Malancomrt. ~ “The French
Jelt 13 offivers, 480 unwounded men, and 5
I guns.”

Geners] Killed, N
Cenernl Targeas, one of the youngest
generals In the army, who comunanded the

Jeonguest of the German Cameroons, -wag
lilled

ab Verdun

: e only recently re-
turned freoim Afviea,

.and Iminediaiely asked

| represenied.

e

pr
i

g,

¢ “Unanimous De ;
“The “Allied “War Clonference gn

to realise the desirve for wty of mlitary,
.economie, and diplomatie action, The Con-
[ference nstructed the FEconosic Confor-
ende, which 1 to meet In Pagis next month,
to devise co-ordinate economic action to

A perminent commitlece s to e estabMhed
in Puiis, on which all the A1) will e
JLhe. War Conference- alao
resolved on common action to secure the
equitable distribution of mal‘xtim?( trans.
port burdens, and to cherk the Tise - in
freights, — T e

BRITISH ACTIVITY,

- _LONDON, March 29
®icheral Hir Dovglas Haig, fn s dis-
patch sent-10 the War Office on Tuesday
mghi,; reportsi—“In spite of the enemy’s
heavy artillery frewwe have held the
grovnd- captured at ®i. F'or, ncar Ypres.
We shelled . the enemy pouitinns opposite
the villages of Loos. inid Haolluab,  and
faring  \re-Noulefte ”

"“THE AIR SERVICE.
} LONDON, March 29

In tie #House of Commons to-day Lien-
tenant. Pemberfon Billing, formerly. of
tha Royal Fiping Corps (Unionist), ae-
cused the Govermment of murdering air
pilots by providing them * with wneuit-
able and wnsaie aeroplanes with infevior
engmes. Wilthin 20 miles of Tondon nero-
planes were obtainable superior to any-
iing produced in- Germany, yet the au-
thovities. were -contented: “with - rulsbish
from the Govermment factovies, British
air servies caswaltios numbered 150 kilied,
160 wounded, and 108 missing, Impro-
perly wrmed acroplaney,” Trum  which it
Wwad mpostitde to sce or-shool, were sent
up . pursnit of Zeppelins, and our -air-
men were helpless,

Mr. Tennant, TInder-Secretary for $War,
promased  that o jullicinl enguiry  should
e hald concerning the charges of Lien-
tenant Biiding, )

RUSSIAN PRESSURE

PREPARING FOR SPRING.

CLONDON, Mach 29,
Tha Petrogrd  corvespondent of  the

“Daily Chroniole” - telegraphed on Fues-
day:~“A big' Russiun advance is ‘impos-
sible ab present, and floods caused by
the meiling of lea .and. svew will soon
stop all uperations. Tho Russiuns are
merely elearing the elevated ground in
order thut when the Mfoodwaters subside
tha . Gernmans will be unabla to’y-aoccﬁ‘py
‘!.‘.sl . H

An offiial communique publizhed in
Petrograd this morning saver—"The Ger-
mans delivered furious counter-sttacks (o
the north-west of Postavy. Wo pxploded
thirtean mines to the nortle of Boyans,
in Gulicla, anil rushed two of the enemy

about the war

trenches, * We killed the Bovvivers and

thAatiJ

U AL 1 rUTuame e e
sian divisions was_ dashed to pie v
the Brapdenwgers and  llanoverviane,

| Reevent supplies from reachigg the enemy..

WTurner ;Voulgi ﬁave !
war, Thf: Chronicle |

=) We counter-sbiaciced-n

i Tuésday
*  unanimously affinmed meagures calculated

captured the pesition..
guinary: eharges, takin

NAVAL OP

“GERMAN WAR

~ LON
The Admiraily repc
tich ships empnpod in
the Qerman cosst h

‘except “the forpedo h
dusa, which, w9 was
all the erew. were tak
weather hyfthe dJestro
casualting,. This was -
‘manslip,  Our lest.
with the enemy patrol
selvas attacked by aim
damaged.” Wa resemed
the twn putrol. ‘rawle
Our light ervisers on
vonotered & ditumion
stroyers, ' The: lig
Cienpatra, 8,740 tons, .
ong of them, and amn
suved™” it
The ‘Tonde
The Copenhagen “P¢
the recent British reap
“wig-Holsteln failed tc
pelin gheds at Tonde

MORE STEAN

. 1.0

The steamner Empres
tong, has heen sank,
raved,

Two Awmryvicang, who
steamer Manches tor I'JL
sunk this week, state
pedued withont wanin

Tie olileial estimate
0N ace misking fromn

Y had an D
stund  ma
20 and  Aarch

T
the 120 mailbags  wer
governimeil coxrespond

WORKERS

——

S_ETTLING !

] LON

A smsiion waa ear
af {ommone on  Tues
Addison (1'nder-Secvets
anhounced. that the G
nmoved sx strike leads
crudexcence »f irowbl
where a grave orisia a
tion of lahor by th
unskilled workers, wni
ingqugurated in  Jauna
ca-operation of the umi
employers. Last week u
o ennL

March
registered  lettors,

srmsa anasnisal

I it

st

1 Rt

| md

i mn

. afu
e 1!

COICU Ly nusavasant

-1 Giesrgs  therefora —veque

to remave -the six_ rvin,

Who "wré” Agliling 10 THé SaarDruecik Aty

Corpa’

TURKEY. TALKS OF PEAC
‘ LONDONXN, March 29.
A telegram from Awmeterdam  elates:~
There are increasing German fears that.
Tarkey is inclined to sue for pesce with the
Allies,  Dr. (ieorg Bernhard, writing in
tite “'Vosgische Zeitung,” recognises - thak
such a atep s possible, and attempta\to
console hiy readers by stating that Britiali
statesmen ought to realise that the Cen-
tral Powers’ will 1ot be at a great disud-
vantaye if Turkoy does econclude peace
An - ofticial enmmunique puglished in
Petrograd at midnight on Monday saysi--
“Qur - turpedo boats sank ten Turkish

eniline vosonla AlF tha Avatalinn anack of

The Goverpment had t
vast majority of irade 1
expected the support ¢
the nation”if it becams
foree the full powers
for- maintaining the p:
materiale,

Sir Edward Carson
ringleaders had wot be
sof. o
Mr, Addison replied
wus chosen, because to
ceedings would require

Tarly Settlement

In trade -union oirele
early; settlement 14. exp
of the strilera Tesame
dav. and many others
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bout the war that J.W. Turner would

have been reading before he set off to war, The Chronicle
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22. Spreads of the soldiers
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