ANDREW CALDWELL WILSON was the son of Catherine Ann
MCALLISTER & James Brown WILSON and born in 1894 in Broken Hill
NSW.

His mother; Catherine, was the daughter of Charles Francis
MCALLISTER & Elizabeth Ann ELY and was born on the 19" of July
1870, Church Place, Pt Adelaide SA.

His father; James was the son of Andrew Hunter WILSON and Isabella
was born in 1866.

His parents were married on the 25" of December 1893 in the
Congregational Church, Pt Adelaide SA.

His parents moved to Broken Hill, NSW for a few years and this is where
Andrew was born.

The family had returned to Adelaide by 1897 and lived at 26 Franklin
Terrace, West Croyden.

His sister, Kathleen May WILSON was born at 26 Franklin Terrace, West
Croyden on the 4™ of February 1897.

Andrew joined the 76" Battalion Senior Cadets in 1911 and later was
transferred to the 77" Battalion Citizen Military Forces.

Andrew was still serving when he enlisted into the 6™ Field Artillery
Brigade, 1% Reinforcements on the 21% of September 1915 in Mitcham
and allotted the service number 9514.

He listed his mother; Catherine Anne WILSON, of Franklin Terrace,
West Croyden, as his next of kin.

Andrew was a civil servant.

The 18™ Battery was a part of the 6" Field Artillery Brigade and Captain
E.T Dean of the 35" Battery took command of the 18" Battery at Glen
Osmond as its O.C.

On the 15" of October, this was a public holiday, actually Labour Day,
but celebrated as the first Anzac Day the 18th was involved with a
military procession including Red Cross Volunteers, with ambulance,
etc.

On Monday the 18" of October, following four days leaves, the whole
unit — 7 officers, 141 others — left Glen Osmond via Mitcham railway
station, to travel by train to Essendon North, at “Marr-Lodge” Camp,
Victoria, to join the 6th Brigade. This was an artillery camp only of three
brigades for the 2nd Division. The 6th Brigade consisting of the 16th,



17th, 18th Batteries under the command of Lt. Col. H.E. Cohen,
appointed to command on the 28" of August, 1915.

The next month was to see the unit busy training and being equipped
ready to go overseas. On the 10" of November the Brigade was on
parade through the streets of Melbourne but only at walking pace; the
Governor of Victoria taking the salute on the steps of Parliament House.

Andrew embarked from Melbourne, on board the HMAT

A34 Persic on the 22" of November 1915.

He arrived at Pt Suez on the 18™ of December 1915, but did not
disembark until the 21%.







On the 8" of January, 1918, the Battery put the red dot on the colour
patch to denote 6th Brigade.

Rosieres railway station was a good target for the German artillery. It
was there on Sunday the 18" of August the Battery celebrated their
thousandth day since leaving Australia.

On the 2" of August 1918, whilst on leave, he was transferred on
special duty detail to AIF Headquarters in London, where he remained.

On the 17" of January 1919, Andrew was awarded the Meritorious
Service Medal.

The medal was awarded for “continuous devotion to duty and courage
under all circumstances during the period 16" /17" September, 1918, to
11" November, 1918.

Andrew (N.C.O.) had acted as Records Clerk on Brigade Headquarters,
during which period he was never absent from his B.H.Q. when in the
line. He had at all times been most conscientious and keen in the
performance of his duties, very often under most trying and difficult
circumstances. By his untiring energy and devotion to duty the records
of the Brigade have been most creditably and efficiently kept. By his
loyalty, unselfishness and painstaking work, Andrew has immeasurably



contributed to the smooth-running of the administrative work of the
Brigade Headquarters”

Andrew returned to Australia on the 19" of April 1919 aboard the
“Sardinia’.

His medal arrived after he had returned.

Andrew was discharged on the 19" of June 1919.

He married Nellie Kathleen SKINNER on the 2" of August 1922 in the
Congregational Church, Henley Beach, SA. They did not have a
reception after the ceremony. Nellie was the daughter of Walter Bruce
SKINNER & Alice Mary VANDEPEER and was born on the 9™ of August
1894 in Kent Town, SA.

They moved to 34 Stanley Street, Woodville Park and Andrew was a
civil servant Woodville.

They lived in this home their entire lives.

Their daughter; Joan, was born on the 3™ of June 1928 in Woodville.
Andrew was a member of the Woodville RSL Sub Branch.

In 1949, Andrew was secretary of the South Australian Harbours Board.

Nellie died on the 29" of March 1951 in a Private Hospital, Adelaide, SA
and is buried in the Cheltenham Cemetery; Section P, Drive C, Path 42,
Site number 12BN.

In 1959, Andrew was assistant general manager of the South Australian
Harbours Board.

Andrew died on the 23" of December 1960 in Adelaide, SA and is buried
in the Cheltenham Cemetery; Section P, Drive C, Path 42, Site number
12BN.
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