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Australian War Memorial

GPO Box 345 Canberra ACT 2601  Telephone (062) 43 4211

Incoming receipt

Incoming receipt
Interim receipt
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Order PO HINT 000D T o r el R
Accessionnoiluc RBBEL Lkl 3ol .
The historical material listed and described below and/or in the attached schedule(s) has been received
by the Australian War Memorial subject to the conditions printed on the back of this receipt.
Owner:

Surname Mrf]l Mrs[] Miss[]

Collection(s)

Material relates to

Physical condition

Restrictions or other comments

Acquired by:
Gift (3¢ Exchange [1 Transfer (] Copying []

Received by

on behalf of the Australian War Memorial

Acknowledgement by owner
IMPORTANT: Please sign this receipt and return the blue copy in the “Freepost” envelope provided.

The owner/agent/transferring agency acknowledges that the historical material described on this receipt and/or in the
attached schedule(s) has been deposited with the Australian War Memorial subject to the conditions on the back of this
receipt, unless varied as specified under restrictions or other comments above and/or in the attached schedule(s).

Signature

Ouwner copy: white  Return copy: blue  File copy: yellow  Curator copy: green  Registrar copy: pink
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Mr Michael Piggott
Senior Curator Written Records
Australian War Memorial

GPO Box 345

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Mr Piggott

Enclosed is the Nominal Roll of the 6th Battery, 2/3rd
Field Regiment 2nd AIF dated the 20th May 1941. Attached also
is correspondence which explains how this interesting item was
returned to Australia from West Germany. The ex-Commanding
Officer of the 6th Battery, Mr 1.J. Bessell-Browne, requested
that these items be sent to the War Memorial for safe keeping.

During our telephone conversation of the 13th August you
indicated that you would write to Mr Bessell-Browne. I'm sure
he would appreicate a note advising the safe arrival of the Roll.
His address is:

Mr 1.J. Bessell-Browne

67 Esplanade

NEDLANDS WA 6009

Thank you very much for your assistance.

Yours faithfully

for Director of Coordination - Army

G3010188




Enclosures:

I

G3010188

Letter from Mr Richard Woerner to the Australian
Ammbassador, FRG dated 25th February 1987 (and
translation)

Letter from Colonel D.L.H. Buring, Defence Attache,
Bonn to Director of Coordination - Army dated

2Zith February 1987

RSL Circular dated 8th April 1987

Letter from Mr I.J. Bessell-Browne dated 17th June 1987
in response to RSL Newspaper item

Letter from COL D.L.H. Burning to Mr I.J. Bessell-Browne
dated *3rd July 1987

Letter from Mr I1.J. Bessell-Browne to Mr Richard Woener
dated 29th July 1987 (and translation)

Letter from Mr 1.:Jdi Bessell-Browne to-Major «:d: Jlaylar

dated 3rd August 1987 enclosing original of 6th Battery
Nominal Roll dated 20-5-41
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Translation of Herr Woerner's letter dated 25.2.87

Allow me to put before you a topic whose origin lies many years
ago. It is about the following:

The Crete campaign began on 20 May 1941. At the time
I was an aircrew radio operator in a transport squadron which
dropped paratroopers at the Melemes airfield.

In the course of subsequent events we flew into other
airfields on Crete, including Rethimnon. There we arrived at
the recently vacated tented camp of an Australian unit. In
one tent 'l foungd a rieminel ‘roll dated 21 May 1941 1 tool this
away, as well as a book on trigonometry. A few days ago, quite
coincidentally, I found the roll and the book again.

My request now is whether it is possible with your
fiendly assistance to identify the former unit so that this
nominal roll can be included in the war diary.

I would be particularly happy if the owner of the
book could be ascertained and if he is still alive.

In the hopethat you will support my request, I thank
you in advance.




Australian Embassy, Bonn
Office of the Defence Attaché

MINUTE PAPER

@
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Reference 822/13/10

Subject: TRACING OF EX-SERVICEMEN

.DCOORD-A (G-3-41)
For Information: PRLO-A (G-3-46) .

X, The Ambassador here has asked me to assist with the
following matter. :

2 A Mr. Richard Woerner, who lives in Sulzbach am Main,
has dug out of his belongings two items that he picked up in
Crete in 1941. He found them in a camp site which had recently
been vacated by an Australian unit. We gather he wants to return
the items to their owners.

5% The first is a school text book - Colville and Anderson,
A Numerical Trigonometry, Dymock's 1933, with the owner's name
clearly inscribed inside the fronfcover:

NX 3214 J.C. Allen
F Troop, 1st Battery
2/5 Reg, 2nd AlF.

4. . The second is a handwritten nominal roll dated 20

May 41 of the 6th Battery (the regiment was not shoin). It lists
162 names, with numbers, ranks and initials. The first four names
on it are:

WX8 MAJ 1.J. Bessell-Browne
WX2-“CAPT -3.8. Fitzhardinge
VXZ11 CAPT C.A. PFott

NX 3174 W02 W.F. Walsh.

I suspect the BSM was the most likely minder of such a roll.

Be Could you therefore help find out for me whether
these people (particularly Mr. Allen) are still alive, and what
their addresses are. Success in this matter could lead to an
item of news.

_/f% Z A«.x—m{ .
G T © s

TS 7 I DURLING)
coL
Defence Attache

27 February 1987
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“The Price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance"

8 April 1987

LIST B - TO ALL STATE SECRETARIES

TRACING OF EX-SERVICEMEN

The Defence Attache at the Australian Embassy in Bonn, FRG,
is trying to help a German ex-serviceman who wishes to return
some items belonging to Australian ex-servicemen, which he
found in Crete in 1941. The Australian ex-servicemen are:

NX3214 J.C. Allen, F Troop, 1lst Battery,
2/5 Regt 2 AIF.

WX8 Major 'I.J.Bessell-Browne

WX9 Captain J.B. Fitzhardinge

6TH Battery

VX211 Captain C.A. Mott

NX 3174 WO2 W.F. Walsh

If any of these persons can be traced, would you ask them

to write to:

Major C.J. Taylor

Directorate of Coordination - Army
Department of Defence - Army Office
Russell Offices (G-3-39)

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Yours sincerely

GOLLING
National Secretary

-

The Returned Services League of Ausiralia Limited
A Company Limited by Guarantee — Incorporated in the AC.T




386 2289 67 Esplonade,
Nedlands, W.A. 6009
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AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY

Telephone: BONN (0228)%3088x 8103120 OFFICE OF THE DEFENCE ATTACHE
Telex: 885466 AUSEM D GODESBERGER ALLEE 107

5300 BONN 2

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

In reply quote: 822/13/10

SiadiEy 1B

Mr. I.J. Bessell-Browne
67 Esplanade
Nedlands, WA, 6009

Dear Mr. Bessell-Brown,

As you probably know from Army Office, the Ambassador
here received a letter from Mr. Richard Woerner, of Kurmainzer
Ring 41, 8751 Sulzbach, FRG, passing on two items he had collected
in Crete in 1941. One of these was a battery roll of the 6th
battery (regiment not shown), which he found in a recently
vacated tent at the Reithimnon airfield.

Mr. Woerner asked that the copy of the roll be added
to your old unit's War Diary, which I presume is at the Australian
War Memorial. I felt it might be appropriate to do that through
you.

[ have included the battery roll, and copies of Mr.
Woerner's correspondence.

Since I understand Army Office passed on to you a
copy of my initial request on this topic, if you have any clues
on Mr. J.C. Allen, they would also be appreciated.

These snippets from the past have been one of the
minor but fascinating parts of my work here. 1 hope this one

brings back interesting memories for you.

Yours sincerely,

(D.L.H. BURING)
Colonel
Defence Attache




67 Esplanade
NEDLANDS 6009
Western Australia

-

Nedlands, 29 July 1987

Herrn

Richard Woerner

- Kurmainzer Ring 41

~ 8751 SULZBACH
Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Sehr geehrter Herr Woerner,
Ich war der Kommandierende Offizier der 6. Batterie, 2/3 Feldregiment

der Koniglich Australischen Artillerie in Griechenland und Kreta im
April/Mai 1941.

Durch die Australische Botschaft in Bonn wurde mir die Personal-

aufstellung, die Sie in Rethymnon gefunden haben, zugestellt.
Wir wissen Thre zuvorkommende Handlung sehr zu schitzen und sind

Ihnen zu aufrichtigem Dank verpflichtet.

Hochachtungsvoll

/%&/&/WM e

e — -

“1an Bessel.l-Browne




67 ESPLANADE
NEDLANDS 6009
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

5.8.87

HERRN RICHARD WOERNER
KURMAINZER RING 41

8751 SULZBACH
BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND

Dear Herrn Woerner, ' bT}“ﬂ7“§4fi:?’0“L

I was the officer commanding 6.Battery. 2/3 Field Regiment.
Royal Australian Artillery in Greece and Crete in April/May
1941 and I have received through the Australian Embassy in
Bonn, the Nominal Roll which you found at Rethymnon.

Your friendly action in returning this document is
appreciated by us all and I do sincerely thank you.

Yours truly

b=t

IAN éESSELL—BROWNE




67 ESPLANADE
NEDLANDS 6009
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

3.8.87

MAJOR C J TAYLOR

DEPT OF DEFENCE
RUSSELL OFFICES
CANBERRA A.C.T. 2600

Dear Major Taylor,

Enclosed is the original copy of a Nominal Roll of 6 Bty
2/3 Fld. Regt. returned by the German ex-serviceman Richard
Woerner, through the Australian Embassy in Bonn; also
relevant correspondence,

It names the members who reached Crete from Greecg‘and is

dated 20.5.41 - the day before the German airborne invasion,
s0 is of great interest to the Regt. Assn., for whom photo
copies are retained.

I believe it will also interest the War historians and should
be added to the Regt. War Diary.

lay I have your assistance in ensuring that it reaches the
proper hands,

Sincerely QAJMVAP

/7 '

IAN BESSELL-BROWNE K AND REMRINED) THERE To DEFEND 1T,
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