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SHAW, George Dorricutt   MID VD 
 
Born 5 July 1883 at Hindmarsh, South Australia. 
 
Son of the late John Shaw and Mother Sarah Charlotte (nee Fulcher), who for many years was Principal of 
the firm of John Shaw & Co. 
 
He was educated at Whinham College, North Adelaide, where he acquired the rudiments of chemistry, and 
subsequently at the South Australian School of Mines and Industries, where he specialised in metallurgy. 
 
After becoming an Associate of the School of Mines he entered the employ of the Wallaroo Mining and 
Smelting Company, as a Chemist and Assistant Metallurgist. 
 
In 1908 he married Beatrix, daughter of the late William Ogle Bennett, there being three daughters of the 
union. 
 
At the outbreak of the Great War he was a manufacturer on his own account, and for several years prior to 
the clash of arms in Europe in 1914 had evinced a keen interest in military matters. 
 
He obtained his first commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in the South Australian Infantry Regiment on 14 August 
1911, and consequent upon the introduction of universal military training and the disbandment of his 
regiment he was transferred to the 81st (Wakefield) Infantry on 1 July 1912.   He was promoted to rank of 
Lieutenant in that unit on 14 October 1912, and transferred to the 78th (Adelaide Rifles) Infantry on 2 
December 1912, and promoted to rank of Captain on 16 February 1914, and held this commission at the 
time of joining the AIF. 
 
He was one of the first South Australian Officers to volunteer for service abroad, and also was one of the 
original Company Commanders selected by Lieutenant-Colonel S P Weir for the 10th, in which he was 
appointed a Captain at Morphettville on 19 August 1914. 
 
He was posted to the Command of the original B Company, and embarked with the original Battalion on 
HMAT A11 Ascanius on 20 October 1914, and proceeded to Egypt. 
 
At Mena, Egypt, in January 1915, when his company merged with original H Company, and became the new 
C Company, he was appointed 2nd in Command of same.  He subsequently re-embarked with the Battalion 
on the Ionian for the Dardanelles, and landed with his company form the Prince of Wales at the historic 
landing on 25 April 1915.  He actually remained on the Peninsula from the day of the landing until the 
10th Battalion was subsequently withdrawn on 21 November 1915.  He was the only original 10th Officer 
to establish this record, the only Officer to approach his achievement being Captain F G Giles, who served at 
Anzac three days less than he, on account of proceeding to Imbros in July 1915, when the main body of the 
Battalion had a temporary respite for three days. 
 
He was appointed a Temporary Major at Anzac in May 1915, and on 25 August 1915, being the Senior 
Officer remaining with the Battalion, it devolved upon him to assume Command of the 10th upon Lieutenant-
Colonel S P Weir being temporarily appointed to Brigadier. 
 
He was then appointed Acting Lieutenant-Colonel, and retained Command of the Battalion until 21 October 
1915, when Major M F Beevor, returning from England, became C.O.  He was then Temporarily transferred 
to the 9th Battalion as C.O. and remained with that unit for one month, and finally accompanied the 9th to 
Lemnos, when same was withdrawn from Gallipoli. 
 
At Lemnos he rejoined the 10th Battalion, and reverted to his substantive rank of Captain on 8 December 
1915 (due to the return of a Senior Officer).   
 
He subsequently accompanied the Battalion to Egypt on the Seeang Bee, and at Gebel Habieta, on 12 
March 1916, attained his majority.  He was later appointed Divisional Entraining Officer, which appointment 
necessitated his proceeding to France early in March 1916.   
 
He left the 10th about a fortnight before the Battalion embarked on the Saxonia, and remained at Marseilles, 
France, for two weeks, until the whole of the 1st Australian Division had disembarked.   He then rejoined the 



Battalion, and in May 1916, again assumed Command of the Battalion during the temporary absence of 
Lieutenant-Colonel S P Weir, who at the time was Acting-Brigadier. 
 
He Commanded C Company at Fleurbaix and Pozieres, and during the attack on the latter place his 
company dug a new defensive line during the night, and thus secured the flank of the position. 
 
Early in August 1916 a little before the Mouquet Farm attack, he was invalided to England sick, and admitted 
to the 4th London General Hospital at Denmark Hill. 
 
For his splendid work at Pozieres he was Mentioned In Despatches (MID), vide London Gazette on 2 
January 1917. 
 
He was subsequently recommended for home service, and appointed 2nd in Command of the Wareham 
Command Depot on Salisbury Plain, and retained this position until April 1917. 
 
He was then boarded and transferred to the 6th Australian Division, then in process of formation at Windmill 
Hill, where he was appointed 2nd in Command of the 67th Battalion. 
 
Upon the 6th Division being subsequently disbanded he returned to France, and rejoined the 10th Battalion 
as 2nd in Command during November 1917. 
 
Between 11 January and 16 August 1918, he Commanded the Battalion on six different occasions, 
approximating a period of six months. 
 
It was whilst he was in Command of the 10th on 2 March 1918, that the Germans at Hollebeke raided the 
position occupied by D Company and carried off Company Commander Major H N Henwood, who refusing 
to surrender, was killed. 
 
On 18 August 1918, he was appointed to the Command of the 12th Battalion, vice Lieutenant-Colonel H C 
Elliott, who had been wounded.   He retained the Command of the 12th for ten days, and in September, at 
Chuignes, on the Somme, he was wounded. (It was at Chuignes where the monster German gun was 
discovered by the AIF). 
 
Proceeding to England, he was admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth.   
 
Shortly after, his 1914 Anzac furlough became due, add at Tilbury, in October 1914 he embarked on the 
Themistocles, and disembarked at Quebec, Canada.  Proceeding by the Canadian Pacific Railway to 
Vancouver, he re-embarked on the Makura, and arrived back in Adelaide on Christmas Eve, 1918. 
 
It was a coincidence that Major F G Giles should return with him on the same boat, they being the two Senior 
Majors of the 10th Battalion and the two Officers with the longest service at Anzac to their credit. 
 
His services in the AIF terminated on 22 February 1919. 
 
On 1 March 1919 he was appointed a Chemist at the Chemistry Department of the Public Service of South 
Australia (at Kintore Avenue, Adelaide).  He was then appointed an Analyst under the Fertilisers Act; became 
a Fellow of the Australian Chemical Institute, and the President of the South Australian branch. 
 
During his absence from Australia he was appointed an Honorary Major in the Commonwealth Military 
Forces on 12 March 1916, and attained his Captaincy in the 2nd/10th Infantry on 1 October 1918.   Upon his 
return to Adelaide he continued his connection with the military forces, and on 2 April 1919 was appointed a 
Major in the 2nd/10th Infantry, and with this rank was transferred to the 10th Battalion on 31 March 1921, and 
again to the 43rd Battalion on 1 July 1922.  He was further promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in that 
unit on 7 February 1925, and transferred to the Unattached List on 1 July 1927, and to the Reserve of 
Officers on 1 July 1932. 
 
He was Commanding Officer of the 10th Battalion Senior Cadets from 31 March 1921 to 30 June 1922 and 
Commanded the 43rd Battalion from 1 July 1922 to 30 June 1927. 
 
In 1927 he was awarded the Volunteer Officers’ Decoration (VD), and in all has been fifteen years’ 
commissioned service in the forces. 
 
By his outstanding personality during five years he built up the 43rd Battalion form a skeleton formation to a 
fully organised unit.  Starting with four officers he finished with seventeen, including nine voluntary enlisted 
returned officers. 



 
He was a past master of Princess Royal Masonic Lodge, Wallaroo, No.23, and a past master of the United 
Service Lodge No.37 Adelaide.  
 
He consistently took a keen interest in the activities of the Returned Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Imperial League of 
Australia, and in addition to being the first President of the Walkerville RSA, had been connected with the 
same sub-branch for five years. 
 
In 1933 he was elected a member of the Walkerville District Council, and on 6 July 1935, was re-elected as a 
member of the Walkerville Ward. 
 
In 1935 he was elected to the Metropolitan County Board. 
 
He was well known in the Adelaide Literacy circles, and had contributed largely both in prose and verse to 
the Sydney Bulletin and other Australian papers.  He was a President of the Adelaide Dual Club, and a 
member of the Adelaide Repertory Theatre, at which, in September 1933 his play, entitled “Personal Effects”, 
was staged. 
The proceeds of this production were devoted to the Legacy Club.  It was considered remarkable for the 
number of finely contracted character studies it contained, all typical of men who served in the AIF, and with 
whom he came in contact during his service abroad.  
 
At one time he contemplated writing a history of the 10th Battalion, but for various reasons decided not to 
proceed with the arduous labours which a work of such magnitude would necessarily entail.   
 
Short in stature, thorough, energetic, and well-balanced, he always commanded the esteem of his fellow-
officers and men. 
 
On the day of the landing at Anzac, 2nd Lieutenant Meager, of the 3rd Battalion was entailed to reinforce the 
10th Battalion, ad was posted to Captain Shaw’s C Company.   Subsequently Lieutenant Meager wrote from 
Gallipoli: 
 
“Any man would be proud to work under such a man as Captain Shaw of the 10th has proved himself to be.” 
 
One of Captain Shaw’s own men (No.519  Private H W H McCarthy of C Company) also wrote: 
 
“Captain Shaw is our Commander. He is one of the gamest officers we have struck.  We will follow wherever 
he likes to lead us.” 
 
Peculiarly, he had an AIF namesake, George D Shaw, of the 28th Battalion.  (He was originally a machine-
gun officer, and subsequently attained the rank of Major and won the MC). 
 
Chemistry, soldiering, freemasonary, and literature had been his main interests, and though diversified he 
had retained his love for home life. 
 
In 1935 he was residing at Warwick Street, Walkerville. 
	  


